The Master-Speech: 

The Sermon in the Mount 


A IQonsectarian Interpretation 
of Matthew 5—7 

Wit It Questions and Answers for Study 


by Andrew R. Scher 


“The Gospel in a Nutshell” 



EXPOSITION PRESS • NEW YORK 




FIRST EDITION 

University of Sou^hpt'n California Library 

All rights reserved including the right of 
reproduction in whole or in part in any form 
Copyright, 1954, by Andrew R. Scher 
Published by the Exposition Press Inc. 

386 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
Manufactured in the LTnited States of America 
Consolidated Book Producers, Inc. 

Library of Congress catalog card number: 54-5753 


Methodis'; World Service Fund 


S326-S 



<L> 

U 

U 

O 

vw 

crt 

CJ 

C3 

H 


“Let not him who seeks the Father (understanding) 
cease until he find him; and having found him, let him 
be amazed; and being amazed he shall reign, and reign¬ 
ing shall rest (understand).” 

—Sayings of Jesus 
(discovered in Egypt 
in J904) 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Promise 


Interpretation of II Clement 4:3.—Let us make one another 
feel good, that we may attain the promise, which is eternal good 
feeling (the kingdom of God). If we desire to be healed, let us 
deliver ourselves up to good feeling, which is our physician; for 
as we place our trust in good feeling (the Father), so shall be 
our reward in exact proportion to our trust in good feeling. 

We must be sincere in giving up all wrong feeling, for our 
comprehension knows our innermost feelings beforehand and 
rewards us openly according to these innermost feelings. If it is 
our sincere desire willingly to live right, that is, live a life of 
good feeling only, peace shall be our experience. Then it may 
be said that we are living the will of comprehension (the 
Father). The Father's will is good will, or willing goodness. 

Let us strive for a full understanding, but if we cannot arrive 
at a full understanding on this plane, let us come as near to it as 
possible, for all are fully rewarded for their honest, sincere, and 
willing effort. 
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Foreword 


The Sermon in the Mount is reason’s sermon on understanding. 

The Eschatology of Jesus— In the sermon on understand¬ 
ing and its application, Jesus gives a pattern or rule of life that 
needs to be lived or applied individually. 

In Matthew 5, Jesus gives the Beatitudes, or the Law of 
Happiness. If you wish to experience happiness, model your life 
after this law. Be these attitudes. 

In Matthew 6, Jesus gives the Law of Prayer, or Reason’s 
Model Prayer. It is a pattern or rule of life, wherein perfection 
is the master pattern. You must give recognition to the fact that 
your perception, and your apprehension, are perfect, even as 
your comprehension is perfect. This is the “nutshell prayer.” 
This is the substance of the entire teaching of Jesus. 

In Matthew 7, Jesus shows that the Golden Rule of Life 
consists of the maintaining of good feeling eternally. The main¬ 
taining of good feeling is not only the law but also the keeping 
of the law. If you make it a rule to make others feel good, then 
others will, of a necessity, make you feel good; for to feel good 
is the motive of all life. 



The Master-Speech: 

The Sermon in the Mount 


MATTHEW 5 


The Law of Happiness 


1 And seeing the multitudes, Jesus went up into a high state 
of thought, and when he was prepared, his disciples came to him. 

2 And he opened his declaration of the law with these 
words, 

[3-12: the beatitudes] 

3 Happy are they who are open-minded; for they shall un¬ 
fold to harmonious perfection (the kingdom of heaven). 

4 Happy are they who are willing; for they find it easy to 
change from wrong feeling to good feeling, and are thereby 
comforted. 

5 Happy are they who are receptive to change; for their 
heritage is complete understanding. 

6 Happy are they who willingly strive to unfold; for their 
joy shall be full. 

7 Happy are they of a forgiving nature; for they shall be 
able to forget their own troubles (mistakes). 

8 Happy are they who maintain good feeling; for they shall 
see externalized the very good that they feel (for they shall see 
God). 
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Matthew 5 


9 Happy are they who are reasonable (the peacemakers); 
For reason is active good. 

10 Happy are they who are ridiculed for their attempt to 
enlighten others; for they shall seek a deeper understanding and 
shall attain it (the kingdom of heaven). 

11 Happiness is in store for you when others belittle you 
and say evil against you; for the willing individual shall strive 
to apply his understanding more diligently, and thereby shall 
reap unbounded joy from this willing application. 

12 Rejoice, and feel glad; for great harmony shall be ex¬ 
perienced from actively feeling good; for you are the very good 
that you feel. 

* * * 

13 You are the substance or meaning (you are the salt of 
the earth); but if the meaning is lost or not understood, it has 
no meaning to you and is therefore no good to you, because it is 
not understood by you. 

14 Right reason is the light of perception (the light of the 
world). Right reason kept active cannot be hid, for it culminates 
in understanding. 

15 Neither does the right reasoner keep his understanding 
to himself, but rather gives of his understanding to others, sc 
that they also are enlightened. 

16 Apply your understanding (let your light so shine) sc 
that others may see your good works and thereby be convinced 
that it comes from harmonious comprehension, and also so thal 
they may experience harmony. 

17 Do not think that I come to destroy the law, because 1 
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THE LAW OF HAPPINESS 


did not come to destroy the law; right reason will not destroy the 
law, but rather will it fulfill the law. 

18 For truly I say to you, till cause and effect come to pass, 
nothing shall pass from the law; till all be fulfilled. The law is 
thought, and nothing shall be lost from this thought till finally 
the effect come to pass (cause and effect are one). 

19 Whosoever has the least wrong feeling is breaking the 
commandments, and if he conveys this wrong feeling to others, 
he is not in the kingdom of harmony; but whosoever feels good 
and teaches others how to feel good, the same shall be called 
great in the kingdom of harmony. 

20 For I say to you, unless your good feeling exceed the feel¬ 
ing of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter into the 
kingdom of harmonious comprehension. 

21 You have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; you never must have the least wrong feeling, 
for if you do, you shall experience discord. (Wrong feeling is a 
killer; it kills or stills all sense of harmony for the time being.) 

22 But I say to you that whosoever hates or is angry shall ex¬ 
perience discord; and whosoever shall say and do things to make 
others feel discordant shall bring into his own experience the 
very discord that he caused for others. 

23 Therefore if you desire to experience harmony and find 
that you have a wrong feeling toward your brother, 

24 Your desire for harmony will not be fulfilled until you 
discard all wrong feeling toward your brother. Discard all wrong 
feeling from the mind, and you will find yourself in a state of 
harmony. 

25 Allow your knowing and feeling to come to an agreement 
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Matthew 5 


quickly, judging right to be right and wrong to be wrong; for 
unless you do, you inadvertently may believe wrong to be right 
or true, and may experience the wrong as if it were true. 

26 You cannot get out of this discordant sense until you have 
made a correction through the process of right reason. 

27 You have heard that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

28 But I say to you that whosoever looks at wrong feeling 
and believes that he can get some good from it has already com¬ 
mitted adultery. 

29 If your sight should make an error, correct this error at 
once through the process of right reason; for unless you do, it 
may mislead all your faculties and contaminate your whole under¬ 
standing (whole body). 

30 And if your knowing or thinking causes you to experience 
discord, change your thinking quickly, so as not to defile your 
whole understanding. 

31 It has been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let 
him give her a writing of divorcement. 

32 But I say to you that whosoever shall put away his feel¬ 
ing, except it be wrong feeling, is causing his feeling to be 
adulterated; and all thought that contacts wrong feeling is 
adulterated. 

33 Again, you have heard that it has been said by them of 
old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths. 

34 But I say to you, swear not at all; prejudge not at all; 
prejudge neither the cause, for it is good feeling, 

35 Nor the effect, for it follows good feeling. 
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THE LAW OF HAPPINESS 

36 Neither should you prejudge your own individual con¬ 
sciousness, for it unfolds for ever. 

37 Let right reason communicate between perception and 
comprehension; it will place fact where fact belongs, and fancy 
where fancy belongs. Whatsoever is more than these is belief. 

38 You have heard that it has been said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth. 

39 But I say to you, do not resist evil; you thereby make it 
seem real. Recognize it for what it is, a mere belief, and it will 
vanish. Do not expect others to do you evil, but rather expect 
good of them. 

40 If a man refuses to accept your view, and at the same 
time tries to force his view on you, try to see how many points 
you both agree on, and I am sure you will soon be friends. 

41 And whosoever compels you to accept, reason rightly 
about the situation, and it may be that you can go twice as far 
in agreeing to his good points as he expected of you. 

42 Give understanding to him that asks it of you, and turn 
not away from him that has a sincere desire for understanding. 

43 You have heard it said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and 
hate thine enemy. 

44 But I say to you, love your enemies; make the wrong 
thinkers feel good, and they will cease to be your enemy. Think 
and feel that they mean well and that they are willing to do 
what is right. 

45 We need to do this to keep our own right sense active 
and harmonious. Comprehension, or nature, makes the sun shine 
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust. It is up to each individual to take advantage of the 
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rain and the sunshine by maintaining good feeling. (The evil- 
minded can change to good feeling if he will just make the 
necessary willing effort. This willing effort is also required of 
the right-minded.) 

46 If you love them that love you, what credit have you? Do 
not even the evil-minded do the same? 

47 And if you recognize only those who think as you do, 
how do you expect the truth to spread and be accepted by the 
masses? Would it not be wisdom to make good-feelers of every¬ 
one? By teaching them their true nature, would they not be one 
with us? 

48 You, your perception, and your apprehension are perfect, 
even as your comprehension is perfect harmonious intelligence. 
(This is the 'nutshell prayer.” This is the substance of the 
Lord's Prayer.) 
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MATTHEW 6 


Reasons Model Prayer 


1 Take heed that you not do your good deeds for the praise 
of men; otherwise you will receive no reward from your har¬ 
monious comprehension (your Father, which is in heaven). 

2 Therefore if you would do a good deed, do it and tell no 
one, lest you receive the praise of men as your reward. 

3 But when you do a good deed, let your feeling not be for 
selfish gain. 

4 Silently go about doing good, and your comprehension, 
which is unseen, will reward you openly. 

5 When you desire a thing, do not openly tell others, but 
silently, and sincerely, expect your desire to be fulfilled. 

6 When your desire is in secret, you shut the door to adverse 
criticism, which is a hindrance to the fulfillment of your desire; 
expect your comprehension, which sees in secret, to give ex¬ 
pression or externalization to your desire. 

7 When you desire, use not empty repetitions, but put mean¬ 
ing or feeling into your words. 

8 Words without feeling are of no benefit; your compre¬ 
hension knows, and it rewards you according to your feeling. 
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Matthew 6 

Your comprehension knows what you have need of, even before 
you ask. 

[9-13: the lord's prayer] 

The Lord’s Prayer is a 'pattern or ride to live. 

9 Model your thought after this manner: Our compre¬ 
hension (our Father) is harmonious perfection and goodness. 

10 Let harmonious perfection and goodness, which is cause, 
be manifested here in the perceptive effect. (Matt. 6:10—“Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." 
The kingdom that Jesus spoke of is an individual mental king¬ 
dom and is within the individual, awaiting individual unfold- 
ment. You can attain it here, and when you do, you will find 
yourself there. There are no physical bodies; but everyone will 
retain his individuality, and his identity will be his shadow body. 
The belief that the body is material is a hypnotic state, and this 
belief will finally drop out of mind.) 

11 Our comprehension supplies us with a never-ending 
stream of new thoughts (our daily bread). 

12 Comprehension will readily let us forget our mistakes, if 
we make a habit of willingly forgetting the mistakes of others. 

13 Comprehension knows no evil, but will deliver our per¬ 
ception and apprehension from all belief in the reality of evil; 
for within our perfect comprehension is inbound all that is 
known, and all that ever will be known throughout all eternity, 
patiently waiting to give expression and enjoyment to itself. So 
BE IT. 


* * * 
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14 If you forgive others their trespasses, your comprehension 
will also forgive you. 

15 If you do not forgive others their trespasses, then neither 
will your comprehension forgive you. 

16 When you abstain from evil, do not allow your counte¬ 
nance to be sad; for such are looking for the reward of men. 

17 But when you abstain from evil, be happy about it. 

18 Then no man would recognize that you are fasting or 
abstaining from evil: but your comprehension secretly knows 
your innermost sense and will reward you openly. 

19 Strive not to lay up so-called material treasures, for they 
may vanish in a moment. 

20 But strive for understanding, which is the only thing that 
is permanent and endures for ever. 

21 For where your treasure is, there will your feeling be also. 

22 Your reason is your mental light; and if your reason be 
maintained, it will culminate in understanding. 

23 But if you neglect to reason rightly, there will be no 
understanding and you will be in darkness, or ignorance. There¬ 
fore if your reason is inactive, or if your reason erringly, how 
great is that ignorance or misunderstanding! 

24 No man can serve two masters. You are either reasonable 
or unreasonable; you are either willing or unwilling. You cannot 
serve good and evil at the same time. 

25 Therefore I say to you, your life is not material, nor what 
you eat, nor what you drink; nor is your body material. Your 
body is purely mental and consists of good feeling eternally 
maintained. 

26 Behold the fowls of the air! Nature, which is compre- 
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hensive intelligence, takes care of them. Are you not of a higher 
order of life than they? 

27 Which of you at the present time has sufficient under¬ 
standing of life to increase his height one inch? And yet nature 
does this right along, even though you do not consciously under¬ 
stand the process. 

28 Why do you worry about unfoldment? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they unfold; they do not worry. 

29 I say to you that even Solomon, with all his understand¬ 
ing, did not manifest so perfect an embodiment as one of these 
lilies. 

30 If nature, or intelligence (God), takes such good care of 
the lower order of life, why do you doubt that it is capable of 
taking good care of the higher order of life? 

31 Do not worry about what you eat and drink and how 
you will be clothed. 

32 Your comprehension knows what you have need of and 
will supply it, if you do not doubt. 

33 Seek first to gain an understanding of how to maintain 
good feeling; and all else shall be added. 

34 Do not worry about what will happen tomorrow. To¬ 
morrow, when it comes, will take care of itself. Feel good today, 
and keep maintaining this good feeling; you never will worry 
about tomorrow. 
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MATTHEW 7 


The Golden Rule 


1 Judge not others, and others will not judge you. 

2 For that judgment you render, so shall it be rendered unto 
you. Once you make a habit of condemning others for the mis¬ 
takes they make, you will find yourself in a state of being unable 
to forget your own mistakes. 

3 And why are you so ready to see the mistakes of others, 
and not to give recognition to your own mistakes? 

4 Or how can you, with honesty, ask the other fellow to 
correct his mistakes when you yourself make no effort to correct 
your own mistakes? 

5 This is hypocritical; first correct your own mistakes, and 
then you will be in a position to help others in the correction of 
their mistakes. 

6 Give not of your understanding to the evil-minded (dogs), 
nor to the selfish (swine), lest they misuse it and do evil. 

7 Sincerely desire understanding, reason carefully, and you 
shall unfold understanding; seek it constantly, and you shall 
find it; be persistent in your efforts, and all will be revealed to 
you. 
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8 For all who sincerely desire to unfold will unfold; and all 
who reason carefully will arrive at understanding; and all who 
persist in their willing effort shall reap the fruit of their will¬ 
ingness. 

9 Who of you, when asked by a son for the true facts of life, 
would teach him erringly? 

10 Or if he were to ask you how to maintain good feeling, 
would you tell him that the wrong feeling of doubt is good? 

11 If you then, being ignorant of the true facts of life, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
shall harmonious comprehension, or intelligence, give good 
things to them that sincerely desire? Eternally, nature or intelli¬ 
gence takes its perfect course, renewing your entire being. Be¬ 
lieve this! 

[12-20: THE GOLDEN RULE] 

12 Therefore, if you would that others make you feel good, 
then you should make others feel good; for from the beginning 
the law was and now is, Make one another feel good. 

13 Live this law, maintain good feeling; the path is narrow 
but pleasant to walk; wide is the gate and the path of wrong 
feeling, which leads to destruction. 

14 Strait is the gate and narrow is the way that lead to 
harmonious life, and few there are that find them. The law and 
the keeping of it consist of maintaining good feeling. 

15 Beware of those who teach otherwise and tell you that 
you can arrive at perfect harmony in some other manner. 

16 You shall know them by their deeds. Do you expect good 
from evil deeds? 
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THE GOLDEN RULE 


17 Every good thought (every good tree) will bring forth 
harmony; but a wrong thought (a corrupt tree) will bring forth 
discord. 

18 A good thought or idea cannot bring forth discord; neither 
can a wrong thought or idea bring forth harmony. 

19 Every thought or idea that does not make you feel good 
should be cast out and forgotten. 

20 From the effect that you experience, you will know the 
nature of the thought. 

* * * 

21 Not all who claim to be teaching truth know the way to 
eternal harmony; only those who willingly maintain good feel¬ 
ing know die way to eternal harmony. 

22 Many will claim to be teaching the truth that I have 
taught, and to have accomplished many works through belief. 

23 Then I will tell them that while mere believing is suf- 

o 

ficient to produce health, happiness, and success, it is not suffi¬ 
cient to attain understanding. 

24 Therefore, whosoever hears me say that good feeling is 
the way, and then habitually maintains this good feeling, is 
building on a solid foundation (built his house upon a rock). 

25 And when wrong thoughts assail them, they shall not 
waver; for they are on solid footing. 

26 And all who hear me say that good feeling is the way 
and do not maintain good feeling have missed the way. 

27 And when adversity comes, they have no foundation on 
which to stand; and their mere beliefs shall crumble; and their 
fall shall be great. 
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28 When Jesus ended these sayings, the people were aston¬ 
ished at his doctrine. 

29 For he taught as one who had absolute authority and 
complete understanding, and not as one who merely believed. 
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Questions and Answers to 

The Master'Speech 


Introduction 


An open mind is a questioning mind. A question opens the 
mind and the mind is then ready to receive, or unfold, the an¬ 
swer. These questions and answers, if studied with an open and 
receptive mind, will help very much in establishing and making 
more permanent the desirable attitudes of open-mindedness, 
willingness, receptivity (especially to new thoughts), joy, peace, 
and contentment. As a result, you will be in a position to enjoy 
a more peaceful and happy life. 

It will be easier to grasp the full meaning or spirit of these 
questions and answers if the verse (given at the end of each 
question) is looked up in Part I. 

The first law is to feel good. If you will keep your good feel¬ 
ing active, you will be reasonable, and if you keep your right 
reasoning active, it will culminate in understanding. 

Understanding is priceless, for you cannot buy understand¬ 
ing, since each individual must unfold this priceless treasure 
through the process of right reason. No one else can do this 
reasoning for you, for reason is an individual faculty to be de¬ 
veloped separately by each individual. 

Right reason culminates in understanding. You then take 
this understanding and apply it; and by doing so, you prove to 
yourself that your understanding is correct. You then have built 
on a solid and unchangeable foundation. 

Feel good, and teach others how to feel good, and you shall 
be called great in the kingdom of harmony. 
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The Law of Happiness 


1. When he saw the multitudes who were seeking for truth, 

what did Jesus do? 5:1 

Ans. Jesus prepared himself by entering into a high state 
of thought. 

2. When Jesus was prepared, did his disciples come to him 

to receive his teaching? 5:1 
Ans. Yes. 

3. Did Jesus then open his Master-Speech by a declaration 

of the law? 5:2 
Ans. Yes. 

[3-12: the beatitudes] 

4. With what words did Jesus open his declaration of the 

law? 5:3 

Ans. Happy are they who are open-minded; for they shall 
unfold to harmonious perfection (the kingdom of heaven). 

5. Why is open-mindedness the first requirement in the law 

of unfoldment? 5:3 
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Ans. Unless the mind is open to unfoldment, no unfold- 
ment can take place. 

6. When you are open-minded, will you be happy? 5:3 
Ans. Yes. 

7. Will they who do all things willingly find themselves in a 

state of happiness? 5:4 
Ans. Yes. 

8. Will the willing individual find it easy to change from 

wrong feeling to good feeling? 5:4 
Ans. Yes. 

9. Why is willingness a comfort to the individual? 5:4 
Ans. Willingness is life-giving, therefore comforting. 

10. Why must you be receptive to change? 5:5 

Ans. Unless the mind is receptive to change, no change 
can take place. 

11. Is receptivity the law of change? 5:5 
Ans. Yes. 

12. Is the law of change always in operation? 5:5 
Ans. Yes. 

13. Without this law of change in operation, could you arrive 

at a full understanding? 5:5 
Ans. No. 

14. Is your true heritage complete understanding? 5:5 
Ans. Yes. 

15. Will they who willingly strive to unfold find joy in their 

unfoldment? 5:6 
Ans. Yes. 
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16. If your striving is not of a willing nature, can you ex¬ 

perience joy? 5:6 

Ans. No; for joy comes only from willing effort, or, let us 
say, from striving willingly. 

17. What is necessary to enjoy yourself fully? 5:6 
Ans. Do all tilings willingly. 

18. If you wish to be happy, why must you be of a forgiving 

nature? 5:7 

Ans. Unless we are of a forgiving nature, we cannot forget 
our own troubles. 

19. Why cannot the unforgiving individual forget his own 

troubles? 5:7 

Ans. As long as he has a wrong feeling about an individual, 
tiling, or condition, he cannot feel good at the same time. 

20. If you make a habit of maintaining good feeling, will you 

see the very good externalized that you feel? 5:8 
Ans. Yes (for they shall see God). 

21. If you are reasonable, will you feel good? 5:9 
Ans. Yes. 

22. Will reasonableness give you peace of mind? 5:9 
Ans. Yes (the peacemakers). 

23. If you keep yourself reasonable, will you feel good? 5:9 
Ans. Yes. 

24. Is right reason active good? 5:9 
Ans. Yes. 

25. If you are ridiculed for your attempt to enlighten others, 

what should you do? 5:10 
Ans. Strive more diligently for a deeper understanding. 
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26. If you willingly strive for a deeper understanding, will you 

finally attain it? 5:10 
Ans. Yes (the kingdom of heaven). 

27. When others belittle you and say evil against you, what 

should you do? 5:11 

Ans. Diligently apply the understanding that you have, 
and you shall derive much joy from doing so. 

28. Does willing application always produce happiness and 

joy? 5:11 
Ans. Yes. 

29. Why should you rejoice and feel glad? 5:12 

Ans. Gladness and joy is part of our very nature, and we 
need to keep it active. 

30. Will harmony be your experience if you keep your good 

feeling active? 5:12 
Ans. Yes. 

31. Is it true that you are the very good that you feel? 5:12 
Ans. Yes. 

* * * 

32. Are you spirit, substance, meaning? 5:13 

Ans. Yes. I am substance or good feeling (you are the salt 
of the earth). 

33. Must a word have meaning before it can be of any benefit 

to you? 5:13 

Ans. Yes. If it has no meaning, it is empty or of no value. 

34. Is it because many of the Biblical words have lost their 

true meaning that the Bible is so misunderstood? 5:13 
Ans. Yes. 


36 


THE LAW OF HAPPINESS 

35. Which is the greater error; something that is not under¬ 

stood, or something that is misunderstood? 5:13 
Ans. Something that is misunderstood. 

36. Will right reason enlighten perception? 5:14 
Ans. Yes (the light of the world). 

37. What happens if right reason is kept active? 5:14 

Ans. Right reason, kept active, culminates in understand¬ 
ing. 

38. Will the right reasoner keep his understanding to him¬ 

self? 5:15 
Ans. No. 

39. Why must you give of your understanding to others? 5:15 
Ans. It must be given out; else unfoldment will stop. 

40. Is there any greater good than to enlighten others? 5:15 
Ans. No. To enlighten others is to make others feel good, 
and this is not only the law but also the keeping of the law. 

41. Should you apply your understanding so that others may 

see your good works? 5:16 
Ans. Yes (let your light so shine). 

42. Does all understanding come from harmonious compre¬ 

hension? 5:16 
Ans. Yes. 

43. Can the law of good be destroyed? 5:17 
Ans. No. 

44. Can you explain how right reason fulfills the law? 5:17 
Ans. Yes. Right reason culminates in harmonious under¬ 
standing. 
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45. Can anything be lost from the cause before the effect comes 

to pass? 5:18 

Arts. No! For the effect must be like the cause. 

46. Are cause and effect one? 5:18 
Ans. Yes. 

47. When you have a wrong feeling, are you breaking the 

commandments? 5:19 
Ans. Yes. 

48. When are you in the kingdom of harmony? 5:19 
Ans. When I feel good. 

49. When you teach others how to feel good, are you within 

the law of harmony? 5:19 

Ans. Yes (the same shall be called great in the kingdom of 
harmony). 

50. Could you do a greater good than to teach others how to 

maintain good feeling? 5:19 
Ans. No. 

51. Why must your good feeling exceed your wrong feeling 

if you wish to experience harmony? 5:20 
Ans. The law of compensation is always active. 

52. In order to enter the kingdom of harmonious compre¬ 

hension, must you keep your good feeling active? 5:20 
Ans. Yes. 

53. What is the metaphysical meaning of “Thou shalt not 

kill”? 5:21 

Ans. You must never have the least wrong feeling. 

54. If you allow a wrong feeling in the mind, will you ex¬ 

perience discord? 5:21 
Ans. Yes. 
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55. Is wrong feeling a killer? 5:21 

Ans. Yes. It stills all harmony, for the time being. 

56. Are hate and anger killers? 5:22 
Ans. Yes. 

57. If you say and do things that cause discord for others, 

what happens to you? 5:22 

Ans. You experience the very discord that you caused for 
others. 

58. If you put all wrong feeling out of your mind, will you 

experience harmony? 5:23 
Ans. Yes. 

59. What will be your experience if you have a wrong feeling 

toward others? 5:24 

Ans. You will experience the wrong that you feel. 

60. Why must you allow your knowing and feeling to come 

to an agreement? 5:25 

Ans. It is only when your knowing and feeling come to 
an agreement that it is expressed, or externalized. 

61. Why must you judge the right to be right and the wrong 

to be wrong? 5:25 

Ans. If you misjudge, you will experience discord. 

62. What happens when you believe right to be wrong and 

wrong to be right? 5:25 
Ans. You experience confusion and discord. 

63. How can you get out of a confused and discordant sense? 

5:26 

Ans. Use right reason. Judge fact as fact, and fancy as 
fancy. 
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64. What is the metaphysical meaning of “Thou shalt not com¬ 

mit adultery”? 5:27 

Ans. This means that you must never entertain a wrong 
feeling of any kind. 

65. Why is it impossible to derive good from wrong feeling? 

5:28 

Ans. The law says that like produces like. 

66. If you believe that you can experience some good from 

your wrong feeling, have you committed adultery? 
5:28 

Ans. Yes. 

67. What faculty or ability do you have that will enable you 

to correct all mistakes? 5:29 
Ans. Right reason. 

68. If you make a mistake, why should you quickly correct it? 

5:29 

Ans. Unless you do correct the mistake, you will get into 
greater error. 

69. Can a little mistake mislead all your faculties and contami¬ 

nate your whole understanding? 5:29 
Ans. Yes (your whole body). 

70. If your thinking causes you to experience discord, what 

should you do? 5:30 
Ans. Change your thinking and feeling. 

71. Why must all wrong feeling be put out of mind? 5:31 
Ans. Wrong feeling will contaminate all your thoughts. 

72. Should you be careful so as not to put your good feeling 

out of the mind with the wrong feeling? 5:32 
Ans. Yes. 
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73. Does this mean that the only feeling (wife) that you 

should divorce yourself from is a wrong feeling? 5:32 
Ans. Yes. 

74. Will all thoughts that contact wrong feeling be adulterated? 

5:32 

Ans. Yes. 

75. Before passing judgment, should all thoughts be put 

through the analysis of right reason? 5:33 
Ans. Yes. 

76. Should you prejudge the cause? 5:34 
Ans. No. 

77. Is the cause good feeling? 5:34 
Ans. Yes. 

78. Does a harmonious effect always follow good feeling? 

5:35 

Ans. Yes. 

79. Does unfoldment ever cease? 5:36 
Ans. No. Unfoldment goes on for ever. 

80. Does right reason communicate between perception and 

comprehension? 5:37 
Ans. Yes. 

81. Will right reason place fact where fact belongs and fancy 

where fancy belongs? 5:37 
Ans. Yes. 

82. Does everything come under either fact or fancy? 5:37 
Ans. Yes. For whatsoever is more than these is belief. 

83. Should you do evil to those who do evil to you? 5:38 
Ans. No. You should do good only. 
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84. By resisting evil, do you thereby make the evil seem more 

real? 5:39 
Ans. Yes. 

85. If you recognize evil for what it is, a mere belief, will it 

vanish? 5:39 
Ans . Yes. 

86. Should you expect others to do you evil? 5:39 
Ans. No. 

87. Why should you expect good of others? 5:39 
Ans. You get what you expect. 

88. If an individual refuses to accept your view, and at the 

same time tries to force his view on you, what should 
you do? 5:40 

Ans. Try to see how many points you both agree on, and 
you will soon be friends. 

89. When someone tries to compel you to accept his view, 

what should you do? 5:41 

Ans. Reason rightly about the situation, and it may be that 
you can go twice as far in agreeing to his good points as he 
expected of you. 

90. Should you give of your understanding to him that has a 

sincere desire to make an effort at unfoldment? 5:42 
Ans. Yes. 

91. Should you give of your understanding to him that is un¬ 

willing to make the required effort to unfold? 5:42 
Ans. No. 

92. Should you love your neighbor and hate your enemy? 

5:43 
Ans. No. 
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93. Why should you love your enemy? 5:44 

Ans. Your enemy is the wrong thinker and feeler, and 
when you make him feel good he ceases to be your enemy. 

94. Should you think and feel that the other fellow means 

well, and that he will do what is right? 5:44 
Ans . Yes. 

95. Do we need to do this to keep our own right sense active 

and harmonious? 5:45 
Ans . Yes. 

96. Is comprehension, or nature, a respecter of persons? 5:45 
Ans . No. 

97. No matter how strong the wrong feeling is, if the individ¬ 

ual ceases his wrong feeling, will comprehension, or 
nature, manifest itself as harmony? 5:45 
Ans . Yes. 

98. Is it up to each individual to take advantage of this law if 

he wishes to benefit from it? 5:45 
Ans . Yes. 

99. What will happen when the evil-minded individual changes 

his wrong feeling to good feeling? 5:45 
Ans . He finds himself feeling good. 

100. Why is willing effort required of the good- as well as of 

the evil-minded? 5:45 

Ans. Willingness is the elixir that makes all effort joyous 
and productive. 

101. If you love them that love you, have you any special credit 

coming to you? 5:46 
Ans. No. For the evil-minded do the same. 
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102. If you recognize only those who think as you do, can you 

expect the truth to spread? 5:47 
Ans. No. 

103. Is it wisdom to make good-feelers of everyone? 5:47 
Ans. Yes. 

104. If you make others feel good by teaching them their true 

nature, will they not be one with us? 5:47 
Ans . Yes. 

105. Are your perception and apprehension perfect, even as 

your comprehension is perfect harmonious intelligence? 
5:48 

Ans. Yes (your Father is your perfect harmonious com¬ 
prehension). 

106. If your perception and your apprehension are perfect, even 

as your comprehension is perfect, are you not wholly 
perfect? 5:48 

Ans. Yes (the 'nutshell prayer”). 

107. Is not this, then, the substance of the so-called Lord's 

Prayer? 5:48 

Ans. Yes, it is the substance of the teaching of Jesus. 
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Reasons Model Prayer 


1. When you do a good deed, expecting praise of men, will 

you receive any other reward from your harmonious 
comprehension? 6:1 
Arts. No. 

2. Is your Father in heaven your own harmonious compre¬ 

hension? 6:1 
Ans . Yes. 

3. When you do a good deed, why should you tell no one? 

6:2 

Ans. So as to be sure that you receive your reward from 
harmonious comprehension. 

4. When you do a good deed and your feeling is for selfish 

gain, will you be doing a permanent good? 6:3 
Ans. No. 

5. When you silently go about doing good, will your com¬ 

prehension, which is unseen, reward you openly? 6:4 
Ans. Yes. 

6. When you desire a thing, why should you not openly tell 

others about it? 6:5 
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Ans. If you tell no one about your desire, there will be no 
wrong sense of others interfering. 

7. Why should you silently, and sincerely, expect your de¬ 

sire to be fulfilled? 6:5 
Ans. Expectancy is creative. 

8. When your desire is in secret, do you shut the door to ad¬ 

verse criticism? 6:6 
Ans. Yes. 

9. Is adverse criticism a hindrance to the fulfillment of your 

desire? 6:6 
Ans. Yes. 

10. Will your comprehension, which sees in secret, give ex¬ 

pression or externalization to your desire? 6:6 
Ans. Yes. 

11. Will empty repetition of words externalize your desires? 

6:7 

Ans. No. 

12. Why must you put meaning or feeling into your words? 

6:7 

Ans. It is the meaning or feeling that gives life or sub¬ 
stance to your words. 

13. Are words without feeling of any benefit? 6:8 
Ans. No. 

14. Does your comprehension know your innermost feeling 

and reward you according to your feeling? 6:8 
Ans. Yes. 
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15. Does your comprehension know what you have need of 

before you ask? 6:8 
Ans. Yes. 

[9-13: the lord's prayer] 

16. Is the so-called Lords Prayer a pattern of life to be lived 

by each individual? 6:9 
Ans. Yes. 

17. Is your own comprehension harmonious perfection and 

goodness? 6:9 
Ans. Yes (our Father). 

18. Is your own harmonious comprehension cause? 6:10 
Ans. Yes. 

19. Should you allow harmonious perfection and goodness, 

which is cause, to be manifested here in the perceptive 
effect? 6:10 

Ans. Yes (thy kingdom come). 

20. Is the kingdom that Jesus spoke of an individual mental 

kingdom? 6:10 
Ans. Yes. 

21. Must the individual unfold individually his own kingdom 

of harmony? 6:10 
Ans. Yes. 

22. Can you attain this kingdom of harmony here and now? 

6:10 

Ans. Yes. 

23. When you accomplish this here, will you find yourself 

there (in heaven, or harmony)? 6:10 
Ans. Yes. 
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24. Will there be any physical bodies in comprehension? 6:10 
Ans. No. 

25. Will your true body be found to be a mental shadow? 

6:10 

Ans. Yes. 

26. Will everyone retain his individuality? 6:10 

Ans. Yes. Everyone will retain his individuality, but his 
body (form) will change. 

27. Is the belief that the body is material a hypnotic state? 

6:10 

Ans. Yes. 

28. Will this hypnotic belief finally drop out of mind? 6:10 
Ans. Yes. 

29. Will all finally accept the great fact that all forms or effects 

are shadow? 6:10 
Ans. Yes. 

30. Does our comprehension supply us with a never-ending 

stream of new thoughts? 6:11 
Ans . Yes. 

31. Are these new thoughts our daily bread? 6:11 
Ans . Yes. 

32. Do we actually live by these new thoughts? 6:11 
Ans. Yes. 

33. Will comprehension readily let us forget our mistakes il 

we make a habit of willingly forgetting the mistakes 
of others? 6:12 
Ans. Yes. 
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34. Does comprehension know evil as real? 6:13 
Ans. No. 

35. Will comprehension deliver our perception and appre¬ 

hension from all beliefs in the reality of evil? 6:13 
Ans. Yes. 

36. Is there inbound within our perfect comprehension all 

that is known, and all that will ever be known? 6:13 
Ans . Yes. 

37. Is comprehension at all times patiently waiting to give ex¬ 

pression and enjoyment to itself? 6:13 
Ans. Yes. So be it. 

* * * 

38. If you forgive the mistakes of others, will your compre¬ 

hension also forgive you? 6:14 
Ans. Yes. 

39. If you do not forgive the mistakes of others, can you forget 

your own mistakes? 6:15 
Ans. No. 

40. When you abstain from evil, why should you not be of a 

sad countenance? 6:16 

Ans. When you abstain from evil, you should feel happy 
about it, not sad, for the sad are looking for the reward of 
men. 

41. Should you always feel happy about abstaining from evil? 

6:17 

Ans. Yes. 
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42. When you are happy, could anyone tell that you are fast¬ 

ing or abstaining from evil? 6:18 
Ans. No. 

43. Does comprehension know your innermost feeling and re¬ 

ward you openly? 6:18 
Ans. Yes. 

44. Should you strive to lay up so-called material treasures? 

6:19 

Ans. No, for they may vanish in a moment. 

45. Why should you strive for understanding? 6:20 

Ans. Understanding is permanent and endures for ever. 

46. Where your treasure is, will your feelings be there also? 

6:21 

Ans. Yes. 

47. Is your right reason your mental light? 6:22 
Ans. Yes. 

48. If your right reason is maintained, will it culminate in 

understanding? 6:22 
Ans. Yes. 

49. What will happen if you neglect to reason rightly? 6:23 
Ans. You will remain in ignorance, or darkness. 

50. If your reason is inactive, or if you reason erringly, how 

great is that misunderstanding? 6:23 
Ans. Your misunderstanding is in exact proportion to the 
wrong reason indulged in. 

51. What is the metaphysical meaning of the statement “No 

man can serve two masters”? 6:24 
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Ans. You cannot be reasonable and unreasonable at the 
same time. 

52. Can you be willing and unwilling at the same time? 6:24 
Ans . No. 

53. Can you serve good and evil at the same time? 6:24 
Ans. No. 

54. Is your life material? 6:25 
Ans. No. 

55. Is what you eat or drink material? 6:25 

Ans. No. What you drink is symbolic of taking new 
thoughts into the mind, and what you eat is symbolic of 
assimilating these new thoughts and forming them into 
ideas. 

56. Is your body material? 6:25 

Ans. No. Your embodiment is shadow and consists of the 
formed conclusions of the inner feeling that you have about 

57. Does nature, which is comprehensive intelligence, take care 

of the fowls of the air? 6:26 
Ans. Yes. 

58. Are you not of a higher nature of life than the fowls of 

the air? 6:26 
Ans. Yes. 

59. If comprehending intelligence, or nature, takes such good 

care of the lower order of life, don’t you think that it 
will also take care of the higher order of life? 6:26 
Ans. It positively will if we expect it to do so. 
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60. Have you, at the present time, sufficient understanding of 

life to raise your height one inch by thought alone? 
6:27 

Ans. If we had sufficient confidence in our own ability to 
do so, then we could do so. 

61. Does nature do this, even though we do not consciously 

understand the process? 6:27 
Ans. Yes. 

62. Why do you worry about unfoldment? 6:28 

Ans. It is because we were not taught the truth about our 
harmonious unfoldment. 

63. Do the lilies of the field worry? 6:28 
Ans. No. 

64. Did Solomon, with all his understanding, express as per¬ 

fect an embodiment as one of these lilies? 6:29 
Ans. No. 

65. If nature, or intelligence, takes such good care of the lower 

order of life, why do you doubt that it will take care of 
you, who are of a much higher order of life? 6:30 
Ans. Past erring teaching is the reason for the doubt. 

66. Why should you not worry about what you eat and drink 

and how you will be clothed? 6:31 
Ans. Worry stills your ability to unfold naturally. 

67. Does your comprehension know what you have need of at 

all times? 6:32 
Ans. Yes. 

68. Will your comprehension always supply your need, if you 

do not doubt? 6:32 
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Ans. Yes. 

69. Why should you seek first to gain an understanding of how 

to maintain good feeling? 6:33 
Ans. Maintain good feeling, and all else will be added 
(the kingdom of God and his righteousness). 

70. Would you lack any good thing if good feeling were main¬ 

tained? 6:33 
Ans. No. 

71. Is it useless to worry about what will happen tomorrow? 

6:34 

Ans. It is useless to worry, so why worry if it is of no use? 

72. Will tomorrow, when it comes, take care of itself? 6:34 
Ans. Yes. 

73. If you feel good today, and keep maintaining this good 

feeling, will you never worry about tomorrow? 6:34 
Ans. No. 
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The Golden Rule 


1. Why should you not judge others? 7:1 
Ans. Then others will not judge you. 

2. Will the judgment you pass on others be experienced by 

you? 7:2 
Ans. Yes. 

3. If you make a habit of condemning others for the mistakes 

they make, will you find it difficult to forget your own 
mistakes? 7:2 
Ans. Yes. 

4. Why do we condemn others for their mistakes? 7:3 
Ans. It appears that we do this to justify our mistakes. 

5. Why must we give recognition to our own mistakes? 7:3 
Ans. It is only by recognizing a mistake as a mistake that 
we are in a position to rectify the mistake. 

6. Can you, with honesty, ask the other fellow' to correct his 
mistakes when you yourself make no effort to correct 
your own mistakes? 7:4 
Ans. No. 
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7. Why is it necessary first to correct your own mistakes? 7:5 
Arts. It is a law that you must first set yourself right be¬ 
fore you can help others. 

8. Does this mean that self-correction must come first, before 

we are in a position to help others in the correction of 
their mistakes? 7:5 
Ans. Yes. 

9. Why should you not give of your understanding to the 

evil-minded or selfish individual? 7:6 
Ans. Because he may misuse it and do evil. 

10. Is the law of unfoldment such that you must sincerely de¬ 

sire understanding? 7:7 
Ans. Yes. 

11. If you reason carefully, will you unfold understanding? 

7:7 

Ans. Yes. 

12. If you constandy seek understanding, will you find it? 

7:7 

Ans. Yes. 

13. If you are persistent in your efforts, shall all be revealed 

to you? 7:7 

Ans. Yes. Desire it, expect it, and feel convinced that un¬ 
foldment is taking place (ask, seek, knock). 

14. If you sincerely desire to unfold, will you unfold? 7:8 
Ans. Yes. 

15. Is right reason the way of unfoldment? 7:8 
Ans. Yes. 
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16. Will all who persist in their willing effort reap the fruit of 

their willingness? 7:8 

Ans. Yes. For happiness and joy are the fruit of willing¬ 
ness. 

17. Should you, when asked by a reasoner for the true facts of 

life, teach him erringly? 7:9 
Ans. No. Teach him the facts as known. 

18. If the reasoner were to ask you how to maintain good feel¬ 

ing, would you tell him that the wrong feeling of doubt 
is good? 7:10 
Ans. No. 

19. If you, being ignorant of the full facts of life, know how 

to give the good gift of understanding to others, should 
you not then have confidence that comprehending in¬ 
telligence will fulfill all your sincere desires? 7:11 
Ans. Yes. 

20. Does nature, or intelligence, eternally take its perfect course 

renewing your entire being? 7:11 
Ans. Yes. 

21. Why must you believe this? 7:11 

Ans. It is through believing that it will be expressed on 
this perceptive plane. 

[12-20: THE GOLDEN RULE] 

22. If you would like to have others make you feel good, what 

should you do? 7:12 
Ans. Make others feel good. 
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23. What is the law that was from the beginning for eternity? 

7:12 

Ans. For eternity, the law was and now is Make one an¬ 
other FEEL GOOD. 

24. Must you live this law by maintaining good feeling? 7:13 
Ans. Yes. 

25. Is the path of good feeling narrow but pleasant to walk? 

7:13 

Ans. Yes. 

26. Is it the wide gate and path of wrong feeling which leads 

to destruction? 7:13 

Ans. Yes. Wrong feeling leads to destruction. 

27. Is it the strait gate and the narrow way that leads to har¬ 

monious life? 7:14 
Ans. Yes. 

28. Are there but few that find the strait gate and the narrow 

way? 7:14 
Ans. Yes. 

29. Do the law and the keeping of it consist of maintaining 

good feeling? 7:14 
Ans. Yes. 

30. Can you arrive at perfect harmony in any other way than 

by maintaining good feeling? 7:14 
Ans. It is the way and the keeping of it. 

31. If anyone attempts to teach you otherwise, will you know 

that he is teaching erringly? 7:15 
Ans. Yes. For to feel good is the motive of all life. 
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32. Shall you know the teacher by his deeds? 7:16 
Ans. Yes. 

33. Can you expect good from evil deeds? 7:16 
Ans. No. 

34. Will every good thought bring forth harmony? 7:17 
Ans. Yes. 

35. Will every wrong thought bring forth discord? 7:17 
Ans. Yes. 

36. Is it impossible for a good thought to bring forth discord? 

7:18 

Ans. Yes. 

37. Is it impossible for a wrong thought or idea to bring forth 

harmony? 7:18 
Ans. Yes. 

38. Should every thought or idea that does not make you feel 

good be cast out of mind and be forgotten? 7:19 
Ans. Yes. 

39. From the effect that you experience will you know the 

nature of the diought? 7:20 
Ans. Yes. 

* * * 

40. Do all who claim to be teaching truth know the way to 

eternal harmony? 7:21 
Ans. No. 

41. Will only those individuals who willingly maintain good 

feeling know eternal harmony? 7:21 
Ans. Yes. 
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42. Will many who claim to be teaching truth accomplish 

many things through belief? 7:22 
Ans. Yes. 

43. Is mere believing sufficient to produce health, happiness, 

and success? 7:23 
Ans. Yes. 

44. Is mere believing sufficient to attain understanding? 7:23 
Ans. While mere believing is sufficient to produce health, 
happiness, and success on this plane, it is not sufficient to 
attain understanding. True understanding is attained only 
through the process of right reason, for reason culminates 
in understanding. 

45. How would you metaphysically build on a solid founda¬ 

tion? 7:24 

Ans. When you habitually maintain good feeling, you are 
building on a solid foundation (built his house upon a 
rock). 

46. When you maintain good feeling, can wrong thoughts af¬ 

fect you? 7:25 
Ans. No. 

47. If you do not maintain good feeling, have you missed the 

way? 7:26 
Ans. Yes. 

48. Does the foundation upon which you must build consist 

of good feeling maintained? 7:27 
Ans. Yes. 


59 


Matthew 7 


49. Will they who build on mere beliefs be disappointed? 

7:27 

Ans. Yes. 

50. Why will all mere beliefs vanish? 7:27 
Ans. No belief can be eternal. 

51. When Jesus ended these sayings, were the people aston¬ 

ished at his teaching? 7:28 
Ans. Yes. 

52. Why were the people astonished at Jesus’ teaching? 7:29 
Ans. He taught as one who had absolute authority and 
complete understanding, and not as one who merely be¬ 
lieved. 

Note.— To reap a harvest you must first sow the seed. Reason 
diligently and your right reason will culminate in understand¬ 
ing. You then apply your understanding and thereby prove, to 
yourself, that your understanding is correct, and this is intelli¬ 
gence. Willing application is the price you must pay to experi¬ 
ence happiness and joy. 


University of Southern 'California Library 
60 


